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WELCOME BACK!

We would like to wish everyone a successful and happy new school year.  New beginnings are always exciting; new staff to meet, work friends you may not have seen for awhile; new students, maybe even some fresh new techniques to try.

Read your membership materials and keep your pocket calendar which has all kinds of IEA information at hand; then remember us whenever you are looking for help of some kind that IEA may offer.

Deb, Jeff, and Bev

2010-2011 IEA SCHOLARSHIP
In order to be considered for the 2010-2011 IEA Scholarship program, applications must be postmarked by December 4, 2009.
Application is open to all children/legal wards of current IEA-NEA members, as well as deceased, divorced, or IEA-Retired members, regardless of child’s age or marital status, as long as they plan a career in teaching.  The information and application are online, www.ieanea.org or call the Moline IEA office, 797-4126.

Previous winners may reapply but are not guaranteed an award.  They will be put in the pool with all other applicants.

2010 IEA-RA DELEGATES NEEDED!!
The 2010 IEA Representative Assembly will be held March 18-20 in Rosemont, IL.  In early October, your local leaders will be seeking candidates for local delegates and region ethnic-minority at-large delegates.  Please be alert for this opportunity.  Many IEA policies are set at this convention by delegate vote.  It is a chance to represent your local at the state level.  Funding is available from the Regions and the local level.

Don’t turn your back when you’re on the brink of your goal.  Publius Syrus
ESP CORNER
The ESP Fall Conference is October 16-17 at the Doubletree Hotel in Oakbrook.  You can register online, www.ieanea.org   For $50 registration, your local can send as many members as want to go.  Hotel is only $112.27 including tax for single, double, triple or quad.  Need to register by Sunday, September 27.

A sampling of workshops includes: Leadership Training for presidents and VPs; Contract Administration; Women and Leadership; ESPs and Legal Issues; health related topics; student related topics; IMRF; technology; and much more. 
NEW!!  LOCAL IEA-RETIRED

CHAPTER BEING FORMED!!
Please let your friends know that a new retired teacher and ESP local chapter is being organized for all members who worked in IEA Regions 17 and 18. The initial meeting will be at 5:00 PM at the IEA Moline Office (1530 46th Avenue) on Wednesday, September 30.  Presenters from IEA will be Stacy Burroughs and Ed Rosenthal.  Local organizers are Tammy Smith (Retired-Silvis) and Stew Adams (Retired-Rock Island.)  For any questions and to RSVP, call the IEA office 309-797-4126.  Please note that you may join this group prior to retirement as well.
THE GREAT PIGGY BANK ADVENTURE

T. Rowe Price in cooperation with Disney offers a new online virtual board game that educates kids (and adults!) on the importance of wise financial planning.  http://piggybank.disney.go.com   Single players or up to four (age 8-14 and fun loving adults) will learn the basics of setting goals, saving and spending wisely, inflation, asset allocation and diversification by making tough choices, using different investment strategies to reach personal dream goals they set for themselves.
WHAT IS IIE*, AND HOW CAN I HELP?

For over three decades, the system for funding public schools in Illinois has made winners of some children and losers of others, all based on where those students live.  IEA has taken an official position in favor of changing that system and is committed to executing a plan that will accomplish that goal.  

A very important way that you can help is by spreading the word and educating other members about this crucial initiative.  Your *Invest in Excellence team, along with the IEA Communications Department produced a DVD that we have made available to local associations per every 35 members in the organization.  This DVD is being distributed through Region 17-18 Council Representatives to AR’s in each building to be shown and discussed with members.
The DVD is less than five minutes long and features IEA President Ken Swanson who welcomes IEA members back to school and gives them a brief introduction to the IEA’s quest for fair school funding.  This video is brief, relevant and easy to understand.  Your *Invest in Excellence team has included starter questions with the video as well.  The questions are intended to guide a brief discussion after the video.

A new initiative of the *Invest in Excellence campaign is sponsoring house meetings.  Would you like the opportunity to host an informational social gathering for ten to twelve friends, neighbors, and IEA members in order to spread the fair funding message?

Your *Invest in Excellence team will be with you and support you every step of the way.  We’ll help with the guest list; provide the invitations, the speaker, theme and refreshments.  If you are interested in opening your home to help educate others about the broken funding system in Illinois, or if you need further information about the *Invest in Excellence campaign, please contact kathy.vigardt@ieanea.org.
NEA OCTOBER GIVEAWAY
Win one of four $500 Macy’s gift cards being given away during October!  Go to www.neamb.com to register.

HIGHER ED

IEA’s annual Higher Ed Conference will be held October 2-3 at the Doubletree Hotel in Bloomington.  Faculty, staff, and graduate assistants will learn the latest higher ed news and trends.  Special guests include NEA Secretary-Treasurer Becky Pringle, IBHE Board Member Dr. Addison Woodward, and author and labor education professor Dr. Steven Ashby (U of I).

Janet Falk (SIU-Edwardsville) and Beverly Stewart (Roosevelt U) are the two new IEA appointees to the SJR 29 Unemployment Insurance Task Force.  If you have questions about HE employees ability to file for unemployment benefits, contact Meredith.Byers@ieanea.org 

Terry Hogan (College of DuPage) is the IEA representative on the SR 303 Task Force (funding.)
IEA RECOGNIZES EXCELLENCE!
IEA offers several ways members can be nominated for outstanding contributions to education and their communities.  Applications may be downloaded from www.ieanea.org 

Outstanding ESP members may be nominated for ESP of the Year. This award recognizes contributions to the Association, schools and communities.  Postmark deadline is 10/24/09. 
The Bob Haisman Student of the Year Award honors an undergraduate Student Program member working for a degree in education.  Postmark by 12/4/09.

The Bob Haisman Teacher of the Year Award recognizes the individual contributions of a new teacher with at least one year of experience and not more than five years.  Postmark by 1/8/10.
The IEA-NEA Human Services and Civil Rights Award recognizes members’ outstanding humanitarian/civil rights activity or exceptional community service.  Direct nominations before October to Ina Lloyd, 312-407-0227, ext. 211.  Application will be available at www.ieanea.org in October, postmark deadline January 18, 2010.
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