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Unprecedented Times,

Unprecedented Responses
In 26 years as a teacher and an IEA Staff Member, I’ve never seen a school year as chaotic as this one.  With the state budget shortfall threatening hundreds of educational employees in our area and estimates of 20,000 lay-offs statewide, it’s a year that I don’t want to repeat.  Unfortunately, unless there is a change in the funding system that results in new revenue, we will be in the same boat this time next year.   

At the time this article is written,   we don’t know if our elected representatives in Springfield have grown the fortitude to do the right thing and fix the school funding – state funding crisis.  I do know, however, that the IEA members in our area have put forth the effort to make their voices heard.  As of this writing, we are in the process of adding a fourth bus to our caravan to carry all our area folks to Springfield on April 21st.   This caravan includes members, parents, administrators, and school board members. Thank you for your unprecedented response.

For those who couldn’t get on the bus, but took the time to send emails, write letters, make phone calls, or stop by legislators’ local offices to tell your stories – Thanks for the unprecedented response.

Your contact with elected representatives makes a difference.  Whether it’s thousands of folks standing on the lawn of the Capital in Springfield, or one non-renewed teacher asking their Representative or Senator, “How are you going to fix the system so I can get back into the classroom next fall?” – Your efforts have been unprecedented.

Thank you for everything you do for kids – in the classroom and in the Statehouse.  These unprecedented times call for unprecedented responses and unprecedented concern for students – You have answered that call.  –Jeff Conrad, Region 18 UniServ Director 
We’re here for you 

in the good times and bad.
Thank you to all those that contacted their legislators during the at-home legislator days!

Thank you to all of that have signed up to ride the bus/drive to Lobby Day!  

The hope is that our legislators get the message to fund schools appropriately and restore funding so that our students have the opportunity to take advantage of best practices in education. 

You are all important in the process of funding our schools! 

Keep up the great work!  
-Deb Tuttle, Region 17 UniServ Director
MARK THE CALENDAR
HERE’S TO TEACHERS, MOTHERS, SCHOOL NURSES, AND OUR MILITARY!

THANKS FOR ALL THAT YOU DO!

MAY 2-8

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK

MAY 4

NATIONAL TEACHER DAY

MAY 9

MOTHER’S DAY

MAY 12

NATIONAL SCHOOL NURSES DAY

MAY 15

ARMED FORCES DAY

HIGHER ED

IMPACT OF HB174 FOR HIGHER EDUCATION:  It would provide additional funding for education, health care, human services and public safety—raising at least $5 billion in new, recurring tax revenues—while making taxes fairer by expanding credits for homeowners and low-income families.

HB174 will allow for adequate funding of the state’s liability to the State University Retirement System and as well as generating sufficient revenue to pay for the health insurance coverage of university and college employees.

2010 NEA-RA DELEGATES
The NEA-RA will be held in New Orleans, LA July 1-6.

Delegates for Region 17 will be Kristin Coe, Abingdon; Isaac Triplett, David Sharp, Colleen Noonan, and Roxanne Green, Galesburg; Jeff Tyrell, Knoxville; Joy Boostrom and Dustin Wensel, Monmouth-Roseville; Linda Anderson, Orion; Leslie Swords, Sherrard; Susan Winters, and Vicki Darwin, (Cluster 1: AlWood, ROWVA EA, ROWVA SEA, Mercer County SEA).

Region 17 alternates are: Larry Wherley, Abingdon; Michelle Archer, Laurie Aten, Stacy Boettcher, Jenny Crock, Brad Gross, Shawn Hickey, Cheryl John, Brad Swanson, Deb Smith, and Melissa Willis, Galesburg.

Delegates representing Region 18 will be Andrea Schafman and Maureen Glendon, East Moline; Linda Galvis, Janet Brown, and Fran Grier, Moline EA; Belle Jordan, Julie Vermeire, and Liz Byczynski, Rock Island EA; Kathy Lawhorn, Rock Island ESPA; Deb Holmes, United Township EA; and Nick Danek, Colona EA, representing clustered locals Colona EA, Eagle Ridge, Erie EA and TA, Riverdale ESPA, Silvis EA, and United Professionals of Black Hawk, Police Unit.

Region 18 lternates are: Karen Long and Dan Miller, Rock Island ESPA; Jill Setser, United Township EA.
ESP CORNER
Privatization/Subcontracting and the Law
One of the greatest issues facing ESPs today is privatization. A wide variety of companies and corporations are attempting to take over virtually all of the work traditionally performed by school district employees, from teaching to providing student transportation to cooking meals to cleaning and maintaining school buildings and grounds, and more. The National Education Association is strongly opposed to privatization because of the threat it poses to the quality of education, the accountability of public schools to the communities they serve and to the well being of children in school.  See HB 1347 – PUBLIC ACT 095-0241
SAD NEWS
Tamara Smith (May 17, 1949 - April 2, 2010), better known as Tammy Smith, died from injuries sustained in a recent car accident.  She had been employed as a special education teacher at George O. Barr School, Silvis, IL, since 1981, retiring in 2009.  She was a member of the IEA-NEA, the Illinois Political Action Committee for Education Committee, the Illinois State Teacher Certification Board, to name a few.  Tammy is missed by many and will be remembered for her involvement in education, IEA, and so much more.  
UPCOMING CONFERENCES

Joint Conference on Concerns of Minorities and Women
June 28-29, 2010, New Orleans, LA
This annual two-day event attracts more than 1000 education employees—active, retired, and student members; education support professionals; and higher education faculty. Participants explore human and civil rights issues, the latest education research and best practices, topical health issues, and other critical matters affecting public school students and staff.  For more information, please visit the NEA website http://www.nea.org/grants/17919.htm
WEBINARS IN MAY

School Nutrition Association www.schoolnutrition.org/webinars
GRANTS
The Captain Planet Foundation awards grants of $250 - $2,500 every three months.  Deadlines are June 30, September 30, December 31, and March 31.  Proposals must promote understanding of environmental issues, focus on hands-on involvement, and involve children and young adults 6-18 (elementary through high school).  A complete list of guidelines and information can be found at www.captainplanetfoundation.org by clicking on “Apply for a Grant”.  
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