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 High quality teachers are the key to high quality schools, and IEA is working toward the day that every child in the state has the best teachers and education possible. IEA is more than a union; it is a professional organization committed to providing ongoing training, mentoring, and support for teachers and other school staff and advocating for policies such as smaller class sizes that will improve schools for students across Illinois.
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 HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!
It’s hard to believe Thanksgiving is over,  Christmas is right around the corner, and soon we will be ringing in the New Year.  2011 has not been without its difficulties, but looking back most of us will remember some really great and fun times, too.

We here in your IEA Moline IEA office would like to wish you all a very happy Holiday Season over these next several weeks, with a refreshing break followed by a successful and happy New Year.

Jeff, Deb, and Leslie
IEA-RA DELEGATE ELECTION

We now know who the candidates for delegate and Ethnic Minority At-Large positions are for each region.  Some locals and clusters had no nominations.  If you wish to run and did not get your nomination in on time to be on the ballot, you can run a write-in campaign in your local association or cluster.

Elections will be held in both regions on November 30, with tally on December 7.  Results will be posted the following week.

Region 17: Orion (1) Christine Bauman

Kewanee (2) no nominees; Abingdon (1) Melissa Roberts; Sherrard (2) Leslie Swords, Mary Tisue; Mercer Co. EA (1) Stacey Day; Henry-Stark Cos. SEA (1) no nominees; Cluster A – AlWood/ Sandburg EA/ Wethersfield EA (2) Vicki Darwin, Susan Winters (both AlWood); Cluster B – ROWVA SEA/ Galesburg (5) Heather Hellenga, Colleen Noonan, David Sharp (all Galesburg); Cluster C – Cambridge EA/ ROWVA EA (1) Dale Grawe 

(ROWVA);Cluster D – Geneseo EA/ United EA/ Annawan EA/ Mercer Co. 

PEA/ Reg. 17 Misc. (3) Ryan Westart (United EA); Cluster E – Abingdon EA/ Mercer Co. EEA/ Knoxville EA/ Monmouth-Roseville EA (4) Nancy Barnett, Joy Boostrom, Jo Ellen Kirby (all  Monmouth-Roseville), Melissa Roberts, Suzanne Batson (both Abingdon EA); Ethnic Minority At-Large: Dr. Linda Anderson (Orion).
Region 18: Moline EA (5 including President who is delegate per bylaws)  Fran Grier, Casandra Larvenz, David Strafford, Linda Galvis; East Moline EA (2) Maureen Glendon, Jennifer Block, Gina Cone, Andrea Schafman; Rockridge EA (1) no nominees; Rock Island EA (4) Belle Jordan; Cluster 1 – Black Hawk Police Unit/ Moline ESPA/ Erie EA (2) no nominees; Cluster 2 – United Township EA/ BHASED/ Riverdale EA (3) Kathie Blade, Richard Bell (both BHASED), Deb Holmes (UTHS); Cluster 3 – Colona EA/ Silvis EA/ Eagle Ridge EA/ Riverdale TA (2) Nick Danek, Shelly Atkinson (both Colona), Jim Cambell (Riverdale); 

Cluster 4 – Rock Island ESPA/ Erie TA (2) Kim Hough, Karen Long (both RIESPA.); Ethnic Minority At-Large: no nominees.
ESP CORNER

The NEA ESP website provides you with the history and background of ESP’s, organizing skills & advocacy support, essential resources & tools, articles & multimedia on a wide variety of issues, and professional development opportunities.  Check it out! Go to: www.nea.org/home/1604.htm
NEA FOUNDATION AWARDS

FOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE FOR 2012

The IEA Board of Directors is in the process of selecting a member (teacher, education support professional, higher education faculty and staff) as a nominee for the annual NEA Foundation Award for Teaching Excellence. Each state affiliate may submit one nomination by May 1, 2012.  Interested members must complete all required criteria.  For all details, check the IEA website www.ieanea.org or call the Moline office 309-797-4126.

Applicant packages must be completed and submitted to the office of IEA President Cinda Klickna, date stamped no later than December 29.  

HUMAN SERVICES & CIVIL RIGHTS AWARD

     Do you know an IEA member who has performed outstanding service above and beyond the call of duty in your local or community?  

     IEA is committed to recognizing outstanding contributions to the advancement of civil rights and humanitarian activities and is seeking nominations for its annual Human Services and Civil Rights Award.  This award will be presented at the 2012 IEA Representative Assembly in March.  The nomination deadline is January 17, 2012.  The application may be downloaded at www.ieanea.org/featured/human-services-and-civil-rights-award/ or call the Moline IEA Office.

YOUR IEA LEGAL BENEFITS

(1) At the beginning of each new school year, you receive a brochure entitled “NEA Educators Employment Liability Program” along with a little card.  Have you really read it?  This program provides you the cost of legal defense of civil proceeds brought against you in the course of your work as an educator, and up to $1,000,000 limit in damages assessed against you as well as other important benefits. If you have never read this brochure and would like one, call the Moline office at 309-797-4126.

(2) The NEA Attorney Referral Program offers assistance for your personal legal needs other than income tax preparations.  You may receive two free 30 minute consultations Sept. 1-August 31 of each year with an Association-approved attorney.  After that, you may have legal work performed in five “core” areas at a 30% reduction of normal fees.  This information also is available from the Moline IEA office or at www.ieanea.org 
MESSAGE FROM W.I.R.E

     A large number of teachers will be retiring over the next few years.  If you would like to stay informed and be involved with protecting your pension and health benefits, please consider joining our IEA retired group.  You are able to join before you retire as well.  For additional information, Region 17 members contact Ray Rogers at wizardrr@hotmail.com; Region 18 members contact Stew Adams at 309-781-4889 or stewart287@aol.com.

THINK SPRING
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THANK YOU!!!
     We would like to thank ALL our members who took time out of their very busy schedules to send emails, make phone calls, and write post cards to legislators.  Your efforts have definitely made the difference.  Please keep up the good work in the upcoming spring session!
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Soon it will be time to “Get on the Bus” for  Lobby Day!

















