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Esteemed colleagues:

Congratulations to Kathleen Griesenbeck (MHS) and Kelly Mulcahy (WMS) for achieving National Board Certification.  They join the other nine District 40 teachers who have earned this highest certification:  Siri Carius, Rachel Fowler, Linda Hardin, Leslie Lamphier, Trent Lamphier, Christine Kaul, Carolyn Mesick, Susie Smice, and Kristin Young.

I would also like to congratulate all those teachers who applied for and received Moline Public School Foundation grants several weeks ago.  A special thank you goes out to the Foundation members who conduct fundraisers twice a year, evaluate all grant requests, and present generous monetary awards to those teachers whose grant requests were selected.

There is nothing new to report on possible reductions in force next school year.  The presidents of the MEA, MESPA, AFSCME unions, and president of MAAES (Admin. Assts.) will meet with the Superintendent, December 17.  If there is anything of interest to MEA members, I will send out a District Certified Staff e-mail.

After Board of Education action at the December 14 meeting, a notice will go out to all employees of District 40 concerning availability of a new dependents insurance plan mandated by the Illinois General Assembly (ILGA) for Young Adults up to the age of 26.  College enrollment is not required, nor is Illinois residency.  To be eligible, the young adult must not be married.  Additionally, any military veteran under the age of 30 is also eligible, as long as he/she was discharged under honorable conditions, is a resident of Illinois, and is unmarried.  The district insurance committee recommended that a monthly premium of approximately $450 be paid by the district employee for one Young Adult Dependent policy.  There will also be a tax liability incurred by the employee for this benefit.  It must be noted that comparable insurance policies can be obtained through any insurance agent at a substantially lower rate for healthy young adults.  Melba Inskeep will be sending out information later this week.  Open enrollment will commence January 4 through March 2010.

To those who celebrate Christmas, may you have a joyous holiday.  To those who don't, may you have an enjoyable Winter Break.  And, to all, Happy New Year.
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President’s Report – Ken Schneck
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Legislative – Fran Grier








Legislative Corner                                      


December 9, 2009





You will have two opportunities to meet candidates and legislators in the next few weeks.  





First, meet the four candidates for (House District 71- Mike Boland’s current seat) on December, Monday 14th at the IEA office at 5:00 P.M.  Everyone is invited even if they are not MEA members.  Dinner will be provided.  Call 1-800-252-8076 extension 238 for reservations. We hope to show whomever is elected that we care what happens in Springfield. The candidates are:





Jerry Lack (D)


Dennis Ahern (D)


Porter McNeil (D)


Richard Morthland (R)





The second opportunity will be in January. Since our legislators will be home, make sure you tell them that you support the HB 174 and the need for an increase in revenue for public education. After the primary February 2nd, the House is expected to take on this issue and others having impact on our jobs.














Condolences to:


Allison Ryser (MHS) on the death of her father.
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PhONE: 309-764-0811








E-Mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:kschneck@molineschools.org" ��kschneck@molineschools.org�





WEB SITE:


www.mea40.org














Executive Board





President-Ken Schneck


Vice President-Bonnie Lartz


Secretary-Sherri Martin


Treasurer-Mary Nelson





MHS at Large


Frank Boothe


Dave Strafford





Middle School at Large


Susie Smice








Elementary at Large


Janet Brown


Linda Galvis


Dinah Leibovitz





Elections-Teresa Armes


Legislative-Fran Grier


Membership-Julie Bender


Public Relations-Kim Anderson





Chief Negotiator-Kathy Ybarra
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MEA CHATTER:











NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: JANUARY 8 AT 3:45 AT MEA OFFICE


NEXT AR MEETING: JANUARY 15 AT 3:45 AT IEA OFFICE


NEXT SUPERINTENDENT MEETING: JANUARY 20 AT 3:45 AT ALLENDALE




















About Our Organization…








The following staff members have expressed an interest in receiving graduate credit certificates/vouchers that would otherwise be unused by the bearer. If you can help them out, please contact them. 


	Attending WIU are:


Sarah Leonard, Willard


Katherine Schutte, MHS


Lincoln Rasche, Ericsson


Joel Bohnsack, MHS


Grant Iles, MHS


Trista Sanders, MHS


DeAnn Kerr, Willard


Roxanne Croegaert, Wilson


Jennifer Larsen, MHS


Wendy Pilichowski, MHS


Amanda Hoover, Roosevelt


Katie Brown, MHSCC


Katie MacLennan, MHS


Tawny Hernandez, MHS


Corey Ramsey, BHAEC


	Attending University of Illinois:


Angela Florence, Butterworth


Kerry Ossian, Garfield
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