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AR Secretary’s Report – Emily Roberts
The MEA Association Representatives met Thursday, February 21, 2013, at the IEA Office, Moline.  President Shelly Rumler called the meeting to order at 3:45pm.  There were 40 representatives, 16 Executive Board members, and several MEA members present.  

The minutes of the January 17, 2013, AR meeting were approved as printed in the Monitor.  Christine Watts moved; Sheri Martin seconded.  Motion passed.

Treasurer Lori McCaw reported balances of $2,919.97 in checking, $40,000 in savings, and $177,990.73 in CDs.  A payment to IEA/NEA will be made later this month.  Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by Fran Grier, seconded by Vicki Birdsell-Baker.  Motion passed.

Committee Chair Reports:

- Elections – Teresa Armes informed the ARs of the March 6 elections and reminded them to read the instructions.  Ballots should be returned in the Thursday, March 7, school mail.

- Legislative – Fran Grier reported that the Capitol Report is now called Capitol Watch.

- Grievance – to be discussed under New Business.

- Region 18 – Bonnie Lartz informed members that a possible dues increase would be discussed at a budget meeting on March 5.
- Membership – Julie Bender-Peterson reported membership stands at 484 with one discrepancy.

- Public Relations – Kim Anderson reported that the blog had been updated.

- Social – Cassie Larvenz reminded members the next TNT event would be Wednesday, February 27, 4:00 at Mulligan’s in Coal Valley.

Old Business:

- President Rumler response to a past AR concern was that a particular building does not use a different set of evaluation criteria.  She also reported that staffing must be completed by March 11, there is no specific date for forced transfers, and that she and Lanty McGuire will be conferring.

- Members were reminded to use proper channels with concerns or complaints.

- President Rumler is working with Cassie Hanson on special ed. deviations.
President’s Report:

- District Priority Survey – student achievement, finances, and facilities were the top three priorities.

- Budget cuts – building principals should have asked for ideas from staff. Suggestions may also be e-mailed to President Rumler.

- Evaluation Committee – Chris Moore was voted committee chair.  The committee has formally met one time, with the second meeting being cancelled, and is looking at three models.

- Calendar for 2013-2014 – Option 1 was approved by the BOE.  Information on percentages of votes received for each option are on the district website and will be included elsewhere in the Monitor.  A suggestion was made by Kathleen Maclennan (MHS) to change the language from “calendar survey” to “calendar vote.”  Jen Miller, calendar committee member, explained the survey process.  Rachel Moore, calendar committee member, noted it was possible for an individual to vote multiple times and suggested changing to a one-vote system.
- BHAEC – will remain under Moline administration for the 2013-2014 school year.

- A motion was made by Julie Bender-Peterson, seconded by MaryAnn Maere, to provide an Association Day leave to Trent Lamphier so that he may attend a meeting with President Rumler.  Motion passed.
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New Business:

- Grievances – after discussion, a motion was made by Janet Brown, seconded by Maryann Maere, to vote on going to arbitration on two grievances (Article 13 and Article 6, Section C).  Motion passed.  A motion was made by Fran Grier, seconded by Julie Adams, to use a paper vote.  Motion passed.  ARs were instructed to vote “yes” if they wanted to continue the grievance procedure and go to arbitration, or to vote “no” if they did not want the grievance procedure to continue to arbitration; Executive Board members did not vote.  Final vote count:  28 votes “yes” and 8 votes “no” to proceed with the grievance procedure.

- District Budget Development Timeline for 2013-2014 – President Rumler informed ARs that March 7 would be a closed session for the BOE to recommend cuts and a budget.  In addition to the known cuts, there is a possibility of the elimination of three special education teachers across the district and four to six elementary teachers.

AR Concerns:

- It was voted (2010-2011) to not publish AR concerns in the Monitor.  President Rumler will discuss most issues in the “President’s Corner” section of the Monitor or send superintendent’s responses directly to the ARs for dissemination to members.

Good of the Order:

Door prizes were awarded to:  Dinah Leibovitz, Jennifer Miller, Amber Sensabaugh, Julie Bender-Peterson, Michael Tiry, Judy Dewilde, Tina Ferreri, Dave Strafford, Jane Woeber, Liz Perkins, Cassie Larvenz, and Sheri Martin.

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Fran Grier, seconded by Sheri Martin.  Motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 5:20pm.

MEA Scholarship - Sheri Bradley (Franklin) and 

Sue Krismanits 
MEA Members:  If you have a senior graduating high school this year, and are interested in having him/her apply for one of two MEA scholarships, please download the scholarship application from the MEA web site.  The scholarship committee must receive completed applications and all supporting documents by Friday, April 19, 2013.  Submit all forms to the scholarship committee:  
c/o Sheri Bradley,

Franklin Elementary School, 

5312 - 11th Avenue C, Moline, IL 61265.
Public Relations – Kim Anderson

Attention members! Did you know that the MEA has its own website (http://mea40.org/)? On this website, you can find archived copies of past Monitors and Connecting Lines. In addition, you can find lists of who the MEA Exec Board members and ARs are and when their meetings are held, MEA election applications and bios, how to access our contract and your Weingarten rights, tax info, John Deere-Moline / Moline Schools Special Recognition Awards, MEA Scholarship info, and links to the District, IEA, and NEA. But there is more we can do with this site! 

In a section called Good News, we will feature fun, planned events by the newly formed MEA Social Committee. In addition, I would be willing to post other things such as special classroom or events or school fundraisers, outstanding awards or achievements of students or staff etc. Please feel free to send me text and pictures of anything you would like to share that you believe would qualify!


MEA Member News:
Congratulations to:

Karissa (Bryce) Utz (Jefferson) on the birth of her daughter, Sloan, 


on Jan. 29.
Breanna Baker (Hamilton) on the birth of her son.

Condolences to:

Jenny Weeks (Wilson) on the death of her grandmother.
Colleen Kurtz ( ) on the death of her mother.

Linda Lingafeldter (Garfield) on the death of her mother-in-law.

Anne Komadino (Deere) on the death of her father-in-aw.

Jo Conroy (Deere) on the death of her mother.
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Special Interest Articles:





Add a highlight or your point of interest here


Add a highlight or your point of interest here


Add a highlight or your point of interest here.





Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8
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I am trying a new format this month!


Be sure Allendale has all of your certifications, endorsements, etc.  This is your responsibility.


Try to attend a board meeting next month.


Budget Development Timeline 2013-2014 from Dr. Moyer:


Feb. 20	Notes and Power Points from Community Budget Meeting posted on                       the district website


March 7	Closed session meeting/Board of Education is presented with proposed staffing recommendation and tentative budget scenarios and options


March 11	Board of Education approves personnel reductions for certified staff


April 8	Board of Education approves Budget reduction measures of approximately $2 million


May 8	Board of Education approves reductions for non-certified staff


Apr.23-Jun. 24	CFO prepares 2013-2014 Preliminary Budget for Board approval


June 24	Board of Education approves Preliminary 2013-14 Budget


Evaluation Committee has met once so far – staff should communicate their concerns, thoughts, etc. to their committee representatives.


Calendar Option break down:


50.6% of certified staff/response count 300


Option 1  34.3%		204 responses


Elem   21.1%     MS   53.6%    HS   44.3%


Option 2  32.0%		190 responses


Elem   36.1%     MS   33.3%    HS   34.2%


Option 3  16.8%		100 responses


Elem   25.2%     MS   7.2%      HS   11.4%


Option 4  16.8%		100 responses


Elem   17.7%     MS   5.8%      HS   10.1%


BHAEC – district has legal papers to keep administrative duties status quo through 2013-2014


Personnel positions recommended for budget cuts:	(not set in stone)


12  High School	


5    Middle School


5   Special Education  (2 elem/1 center/2 satellite inter-district at High School)


4-6  Elementary (depending on ELL/bilingual at Washington, Logan, Willard, Lincoln Irving, Ericsson)


Nothing is definite at this time.  It is still a work in progress.


Continuing to arbitration with grievances


As you know, there are many things I am privy to in this job that I cannot share with all union members.  So have patience and understanding.
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MEA dues paid in 2012


For most members:





Full Time: $627.00





Half Time: $338.02





New Full Time: $272.14





New Part Time: $146.58








Elections –Teresa Armes





Voting for delegates to the NEA-RA in Atlanta, GA will be conducted during the day on March 6, 2013.
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NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: MARCH 7 AT 3:45 AT MEA OFFICE


NEXT AR MEETING: MARCH 14 AT 3:45 AT IEA OFFICE


NEXT SUPERINTENDENT MEETING: MARCH 21 AT 3:45 AT ALLENDALE
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Executive Board





President-Shelly Rumler


Vice President-Bonnie Lartz


Secretary-Emily Roberts


Treasurer-Lori McCaw





MHS at Large


Frank Boothe


Colette Guerdett





Middle School at Large


Susie Smice





Elementary at Large


Chris Ballard


Tina Ferreri


Dinah Leibovitz





Appointed Committee Chairs


Elections-Teresa Armes


Legislative-Fran Grier


Membership-Julie Bender   


Public Relations-Kim Anderson


Social-Cassie Larvenz & 


Aubree Savage





  Chief Negotiator-


Amber Sensabaugh
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