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Esteemed Colleagues:

I would like to start January’s Monitor on a positive note, by recognizing the two latest recipients of National Board Certification:  Siri Carius and Susie Smice, both of whom teach at Wilson Middle School.   This rigorous process leads to the highest certification available for a classroom teacher, and is the only way to obtain an Illinois Master Teacher Certificate.  Siri and Susie join the other seven District 40 teachers who have earned NBPTS certification:  Rachel Fowler, Linda Hardin, Leslie Lamphier, Trent Lamphier, Christine Kaul, Carolyn Mesick and Kristin Young.  Congratulations, and well done!  Teachers interested in taking the next step toward teaching excellence can contact Maggie Woods at St. Ambrose University.  SAU offers a graduate program leading to NBPTS certification.

Blue Cross has “locked down” all insurance claims received since January 1, 2009.  Their database had not been programmed to reflect changes specified in our new Agreement regarding the $20 co-pay for routine office visits, 100 unit prescriptions for a two (2) co-pay charge, and other issues.  They are working to resolve the problem, and will review all claims processed prior to the lock down to determine any credits due members who were charged incorrectly.  One teacher was told she had to pay 20% of the cost of her surgery upfront, before they would operate!  Hopefully, Blue Cross will be processing claims correctly in the next week of so.

Early release Wednesdays have brought mixed reviews by teachers throughout the district.  At the elementary level, there are huge problems scheduling music teachers, media professionals, etc.  Perceptions of the effectiveness of collaborative activities at elementary schools every Wednesday ranges from considering them a huge waste of time that cuts into instructional time and lesson preparation, to seeing them as excellent opportunities to work together as a staff and receive training required to successfully implement district initiatives.  A common denominator of teacher perceptions, whether positive or negative, is how the building principal sees his or her role: a pro-active education leader who values teacher participation in instructional decision-making; or an administrator who makes all instructional and professional development decisions for his or her staff based on directions from the Central Office.  The middle schools have other problems:  students are dismissed at 2:30 every Wednesday, so by the time the halls are cleared there remains only about 30 minutes of collaborative time; secondly, student athletes are sent to the cafeteria for a “study table” supervised by teachers until 3:15.  That means teachers miss collaborative activities whenever they have duty.  Deere uses two teachers for supervision, and Wilson uses up to four teachers during peak athletic seasons.  Dr. Lee agreed in principle to provide paraprofessionals for supervising study tables, but nothing has been done to date.   MHS has early release every other Wednesday.  Some teachers believe that they don’t have enough time to do justice to collaborative activities, and the “advisories” every other Wednesday are wasted time.   

There has been some confusion about district policy on use of telephones and Internet.  I talked with Clint Christopher, who assured me that use of school telephones to call parents or for any other educational purpose is a legitimate use and would never be restricted.  Even the occasional call to make medical or other appointments is fine, as well.  He asked me to remind you that every time you dial ‘9’ to make an outside call, the district is charged a fee.  When you call any other phone within the district, PLEASE USE SPEED DIAL.  You were given a directory a few weeks ago that lists almost every district speed dial number.  If you don’t have a directory at work, ask another teacher, or the secretary before you call using 9-743- ****.  Speed dials are free calls.  Insofar as using the Internet, there is no charge for each website visited or email.  Of course, the district Internet should not be used to do personal online shopping, etc.  One member asked why the district couldn’t notify teachers of school cancellations, or emergency situations, using an automated call system.  This automated call system is known as “blast” calling.  The district has the capability of blast calling, BUT IT IS PROHIBITIVELY EXPENSIVE.  We will continue to use phone trees set up by each building.


Some elementary schools do not have enough student chairs, or do not have the correct size.  For those of you at the secondary level, there are three sizes of student chairs used at elementary schools.: small, medium, and adult.  I was told that when Horace Mann was vacated and Bicentennial opened, there would be chairs available for other buildings.  Apparently, there were no extra chairs after the move, even though a lot of new desks and chairs had been ordered prior to occupying Bicentennial.  When I approached Darryl Snyder again the other day, he told me he had just ordered 100 new chairs.  All I can suggest is to have your principal call Mr. Snyder when you need more chairs, and follow it up with a written or email request.

I’m out of space, but we will have another Monitor out in about three weeks.  Thank you for all the hard work you do each and every day to provide quality education to all your students.  I am proud to represent you, and will continue to do everything in my power to address your concerns and try to find a solution to each problem.













Nominations for Delegates to the NEA Convention open February 2, 2009.  The Convention will be held in San Diego, CA., July 1-6, 2009.

If you wish to be nominated to be a representative delegate to the 2008 NEA Convention, you must complete the form below and send it to Teresa Armes at John Deere Middle School by 3:30, Tuesday, February 17, 2009.

DUTIES OF THE NEA DELEGATES:

Delegates must attend the daily State Caucus, which is usually held at 7:00 a.m. to discuss the issues to be addressed on the convention floor that day.  Delegates must be in attendance on the convention floor to hear the debate and vote on the various issues.  The day begins at 7:00 a.m. and may not end until 6 or 7 p.m.

NAME

SCHOOL

Please accept my nomination for delegate to the NEA Representative Assembly in San Diego, CA, July 1-5, 2009.

Voting by membership will be March 3, 2009.

_________________________________________   

__________________

SIGNATURE







DATE

Return to: Teresa Armes


     John Deere Middle School

Teresa MUST receive all nominations before 3:30 p.m. February 17, 2009, at John Deere Middle School.

**Also open are the Region positions of Region Chair, Region Vice Chair, and Ethnic Minority Representative. – Please let Teresa or Bev at Region 18 office know if you are interested in one of these Region positions.
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- Lobby Day is May 6. Call Fran at 8210 if you would like to attend.





- Say NO to combining retirement system boards      ……………...contact your legislators.





- Support the 1% Sales Tax referendum in the April elections.





President’s Report – Ken Schneck
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MEA dues paid in 2008


For most members:





Full Time: $569.42			Quarter Time: $171.40	








Half Time: $303.68 			Life Time: $420.00


























Membership – Julie Bender

















 Teresa Armes





New Business: 


A committee including Ken Schneck, Bonnie Lartz, and Fran Grier have been working on revising Moline Education Association Bylaws. They have combined the constitution, amendments, and existing bylaws into one document. A copy was emailed to all members and copies were handed out at the meeting. The Association Representatives will be voting at the February 12, 2009 meeting to adopt the by-laws. PLEASE talk to your building AR or contact Ken Schneck if you have any questions or comments concerning the new document.  ALL AR’s – please plan to attend the February 12 meeting or send a proxy to vote.


THE FEBRUARY 12, 2009 meeting is being held at the IEA office in Moline.





Presidents Report: Ken Schneck covered information for several items.


Blue Cross and Blue Shield made a mistake and did not have the database reprogrammed to reflect insurance changes specified in our new Agreement concerning the $20 co-pay for routine office visits, effective January 1, 2009. Blue Cross has “locked down” all claims received since January 1, and will not process any January claims until the problem has been fixed.  They will also review all claims in January to make sure they were calculated correctly, and if not, to reflect credits on future claims.  (As of 2/4/09, Blue Cross has not fixed the problem.)





The meeting on February 12 is at the IEA office and there will be a separate A.R. training session in another room. You can attend the regular AR meeting or the training. We will combine the two groups for a unified vote on approving or rejecting the revised Bylaws.





AR CONCERNS:


Some elementary schools do not have enough student chairs (or correct sizes).


Same classes are missing their Music, Art, Library, etc. on Monday and Friday, due to early release Wednesdays.


Discussion of the early release Wednesdays and how teachers in each building perceive its effectiveness.  Opinions varied widely by building.  In most cases, perception reflected leadership initiatives to create useful collaborative activities and training, and valuing input from the staff.


A member asked if RTI activities had to be conducted by certified teachers.  The answer is NO (as long as a certified teacher is supervising and monitoring the paraprofessional or volunteer).


Credit Recovery at the High School:  there are some concerns that teachers are being told which students they must allow credit recovery for.


Refrigerators back in classrooms: Ken has not pushed this issue after being told that the Cabinet had discussed his reasons for allowing teachers to have a small refrigerator in their rooms, and it decided not to change the initial ban.  He has not totally abandoned the cause.


The Hamilton A.R. asked if lunches could be delivered earlier by Chartwells.  The earlier start to the school day, and the current delivery time left a lot of students extremely hungry an hour or more before lunches were served.  She was informed that the principal could contact Chartwells for an earlier delivery.


School phones need to be used with forethought, as each outside call does result in a charge to the district. Bonnie suggested we receive more information regarding guidelines for phone use.





Val Maher made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dinah Liebovitz seconded the motion. All ayes. Meeting adjourned at 4:50
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AR meeting January 29, 2009


MEA President Ken Schneck called the meeting to order at 3:45.





Secretary’s report:


Bonnie Lartz made a motion to approve the minutes of the November AR meeting as printed in the monitor. Pat Tipton seconded the motion. All ayes; motion carried.





Treasurer’s report:


Val Maher made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  Kristen Bergren seconded the motion. All ayes; motion carried.





Committee Reports:


Membership: 522 Members


Elections: nominations for delegates to the NEA convention in San Diego, CA July 1-6 opens on February 2 and closes on February 18. Contact Teresa Armes for a nomination form.  The voting will take place March 3, 2009.  The Elections will also include filling vacancies for IEA Region 18 Chair, Vice-Chair and Ethnic Minority. Any member of Region 18 is eligible to run. Contact Teresa for that form as well.


Negotiations: Lanty McGuire, Kathy Ybarra, and Ken Schneck wrote a Memorandum of Agreement allowing three parents to sit on the district Calendar Committee. The Memorandum has to be ratified by the Board of Education and the MEA Representative Council.


Legislation: Rock Island County voters will be presented with a 1% Sales Tax referendum in the April elections.  This sales tax increase can only be used to fund capital improvements (new buildings or additions/upgrades to existing buildings).


Grievance: None


Region 18: IEA convention is March 12-14, 2009.  Another increase in dues has been proposed.  IEA is proposing a $6.00 increase; NEA is proposing a $4.00 increase in annual dues.  A one-time “Economic Uncertainty Fund” contribution of $3.00 to IEA was also proposed.  Local dues will not increase from the current $28.00 per year.  So union dues will increase $10 to $13 dollars next school year. 


Public Relations: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mea40.org" ��www.mea40.org� - website is up to date.





Old Business:


There have been some issues with a MetLife representative. Please let Dave McDermott know good and bad experiences with MetLife reps.


There was discussion concerning the mentor committee and future plans.
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AR Secretary’s Report – Sherri Martin













































































Elections – Teresa Armes

















 Teresa Armes





Congratulations:





Jerry Bellmyer (Arrowhead) on his recent marriage.


Karen Tholl (Bicentennial) on the birth of her daughter.


Tiffany Denys (Wilson) on the birth of her son, Kayden. 


Matt Perkins (Wilson) and Elizabeth Perkins (Ericsson) on the birth of their daughter.


Jo Williams (MHS) on the birth of her grandson, Jan. 29.


Matt Woods (MHS) on the birth of his son.


Curtis Butterfield (MHS) on the birth of his daughter.


Dana Wright (Ericsson) on the birth of her daughter.


Sheila Lovell (Ericsson) on the birth of her grandson.





Condolences to:





Wendy Vance (Lincoln-Irving) on the loss of her partner, Jason Carney.


Mary Bunte (Logan) on the loss of her two grandchildren.


Robin McConnell (Roosevelt) and Brian McConnell (Washington) on the loss of Robin’s father.


Michele McKee (Wilson) on the loss of her mother.





Thanks to:


All those who sent expressions of sympathy for the loss of our colleague, Pat Morrisey.   The Bicentennial Staff.





Thanks to the widespread support during our move to our new building. The Bicentennial Staff.










































































































































































































































































Moline Education Association





PhONE: 309-764-0811








E-Mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:kschneck@molineschools.org" ��kschneck@molineschools.org�





WEB SITE:


www.mea40.org














Executive Board





President-Ken Schneck


Vice President-Bonnie Lartz


Secretary-Sherri Martin


Treasurer-Julie Reed





MHS at Large


Frank Boothe


Bob Klingborg





Middle School at Large


Susie Smice








Elementary  at Large


Fran Grier


Dinah Leibovitz


Nancy Mitchell





Elections-Teresa Armes


Legislative-Fran Grier


Membership-Julie Bender


Public Relations-Kim Anderson





Chief Negotiator-Kathy Ybarra
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MEA CHATTER:





Legislative – Fran Grier

















 Teresa Armes



































NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING: FEBRUARY 5 AT 3:45 AT MEA OFFICE


NEXT AR MEETING: FEBRUARY 12 AT 3:45 AT REGION 18 OFFICE


NEXT SUPERINTENDENT MEETING: FEBRUARY 17 AT 3:45 AT ALLENDALE

















Moline Education Association








Company Name


Street Address


City, State 00000
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