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Esteemed colleagues:

This month's Monitor is an abbreviated edition, due to the fact that we did not have an Association Representatives meeting in March.  I do, however, have quite a few items to cover in this section.  First up is the April 7th referendum proposing a 1% increase in each Rock Island County community's sales tax.  Proceeds would be distributed to each school district based on student population and can be used only for building new schools or upgrading older ones.  I am asking all teachers residing in Rock Island County to consider voting "YES."  There is some organized opposition to this sales tax increase, and rightfully so.  With the state of our economy, and the governor's plan to increase the state income tax to 4.5%, older residents on a fixed income may be voting "No."  If the majority of teachers in Moline and other Rock Island school districts vote in favor of this sales tax increase, we stand a good chance of the referendum passing.  If it does, construction on additions to John Deere and Woodrow Wilson middle schools will begin within a few months, and the High School will have air-conditioning installed.  One last reminder: the last day to vote early is April 2.  If there is a GOOD reason you cannot vote April 7, you may vote in person at the Rock Island County Clerk’s office using a special absentee ballot up until April 6.

If the sales tax referendum fails, the above construction will be delayed as much as three years.  Whatever happens, current sixth grade teachers need to start planning ahead.  When sixth graders are incorporated into Deere and Wilson, teachers who want to move to the middle school need to have a middle school endorsement, and a content area endorsement, i.e. math, science, language arts, social studies, art, physical education, health, computer science, reading, family and consumer science, or music.  Those sixth grade teachers who plan on remaining in a K-5 building may be competing for a reduced number of positions, and selection may be based on seniority, if two or more candidates are equally qualified.

Third item of business pertains to recent elections of IEA Region 18 Council officers, and NEA Representative Assembly delegates.  The new Region 18 Chair is Bonnie Lartz, Moline Education Association; Vice-Chair is Kathy Lawhorn, Rock Island Educational Support Personnel Association; Ethnic Minority At-Large Representative is Michele Redding, Rock Island Education Association.  MEA members elected as Delegates to the NEA Representative Assembly were Bonnie Lartz and Fran Grier.  Alternate Delegate was Janet Brown.  Ken Schneck is an automatic delegate by virtue of his office.


MEA executive board elections will be conducted May 5.  The following positions are elected every year:  President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, three Elementary-at-Large, two High School-at-Large, one Middle School-at-Large representative(s), and an IEA Region 18 Council member.  I will send the application form as an attachment when the Monitor is e-mailed.  Although many of the incumbent executive board members are running again, the Treasurer and an Elementary-at-Large Representative have stated their intention not to seek reelection.  All candidates for any MEA executive board position will submit a short professional biography and a statement of reasons why they are seeking the office.

Melba Inskeep, our insurance program representative, informed me that all medical claims are now being processed correctly by Blue Cross, and that they have begun to examine all claims filed since January 1, 2009 for errors.  Be sure to keep all "Insurance Explanation of Benefits" statements received from Blue Cross since 1/1/09, just in case.

In an earlier Monitor I told you that the district would not read your e-mail without a court order.  I was informed by Clint Christopher, Director of Technology and Curriculum, that the district can monitor your e-mail at any time, since all computers and servers are the property of School District 40.  The district is also the ISP (internet service provider) for all intranet and Internet communication using school computers.  Accordingly, when composing e-mail messages, proceed as though they will be read by education technology personnel.  MEA members who wish to discuss concerns of a confidential nature with me can always call me at work or on my cell phone, or use a non-district computer to 

e-mail me at:  mea40ken@gmail.com. Of course, you may continue to contact me using my district 

e-mail address for routine matters.

There are some significant changes planned for special education services at all levels next year.  As plans are developed by Dr. Diann Richardson, I will keep you informed.  Basically, she has assured me that students who require special education instruction outside of the regular classroom will continue to receive those services.  Students who can benefit from inclusion in a regular education classroom with specific support and accommodations, will be placed there and monitored.  When RtI is fully implemented, research shows that the number of students who fail to make progress at the Tier 3 level after intensive interventions, and are referred for special education evaluation, will increase significantly the first year or two, then decrease and plateau.

Finally, I wish to convey our condolences to Terrina Gosa, Head Teacher of the Hearing Impaired program at Roosevelt, who lost her husband two weeks ago.
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Nomination Form for MEA Executive Board and Region 18 Council








NAME__________________________________________





SCHOOL________________________________________





Please accept my nomination for a one-year term on MEA Executive Board for the following position checked.





CHECK ONLY ONE FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD


____	President


____	Vice President


____	Secretary


____	Treasurer


____	Elementary Member-At-Large


____	Middle Level Member-At-Large


____	High School Member-At-Large





_________________________________________________________   __________


Signature									Date











If you are interested in being nominated for a two-year term on Region 18 Council, please indicate below. (You may be on the MEA Executive Board and Region 18 Council at the same time or not. This position is independent of the MEA Executive Board.)





CHECK FOR REGION 18 COUNCIL


____	Region Council





________________________________________________________   __________


Signature									Date








RETURN THIS FORM TO:


Teresa Armes


John Deere Middle School





Teresa MUST receive the nomination form and a brief biography with a statement of your reason(s) for running for the position BEFORE 3:15 on April 17, 2009.
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Condolences to:





Terrina Gosa (Roosevelt) for the loss of her husband.










































































































































































































































































Moline Education Association





PhONE: 309-764-0811








E-Mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:kschneck@molineschools.org" ��kschneck@molineschools.org�





WEB SITE:


www.mea40.org














Executive Board





President-Ken Schneck


Vice President-Bonnie Lartz


Secretary-Sherri Martin


Treasurer-Julie Reed





MHS at Large


Frank Boothe


Bob Klingborg





Middle School at Large


Susie Smice








Elementary at Large


Linda Galvis


Dinah Leibovitz


Nancy Mitchell





Elections-Teresa Armes


Legislative-Fran Grier


Membership-Julie Bender


Public Relations-Kim Anderson





Chief Negotiator-Kathy Ybarra
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NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:  APRIL 1 AT 3:45 AT MEA OFFICE


NEXT AR MEETING: APRIL 16 AT 3:45 AT WILSON


NEXT SUPERINTENDENT MEETING: APRIL 14 AT 3:45 AT ALLENDALE








MEA dues paid in 2008


For most members:





Full Time: $569.42		Quarter Time: $171.40





Half Time: $303.68 		Life Time: $420.00








Moline Education Association








Company Name


Street Address


City, State 00000
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