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AR Secretary’s Report – Emily Roberts

The MEA Association Representatives met Thursday, May 9, 2013, at the IEA Office, Moline.  President Shelly Rumler called the meeting to order at 3:45pm.  There were 24 representatives and 13 Executive Board members in attendance; a quorum was present.


Sheri Bradley and Sue Krismanits presented the MEA Scholarship Awards to Abigail Ryser, daughter of Joel and Allison Ryser, and Daniel Maclennan, son of Kathleen Maclennan.  Abigail and Daniel read their application essays to the members.


The minutes of the April 9, 2013, AR meeting were approved as printed in the Monitor.  Fran Grier moved; Rachel Moore seconded.  Motion passed.


Treasurer Lori McCaw reported balances of $41,075.52 in checking, $66,000 in savings, and $178,210.18 in cds.  Motion to approve the treasurer’s report made by Amber Sensabaugh, seconded by Teresa Armes.  Motion passed.

Committee Chair Reports:

- Elections – Teresa Armes congratulated the newly elected MEA Executive Board officers, and noted there were still issues with receiving/returning ballots by school mail in a timely manner.  President Rumler had addressed this issue with Daryl Snyder.

- Legislative – Fran Grier reminded members of Lobby Day and provided note cards for members to write messages to state representatives asking for support of Senate Bill 2404.  

- Grievance – no report.

- Region 18 – Bonnie Lartz asked members to call state representatives and encourage a “yes” vote for Senate Bill 2404.  

- Membership – In the absence of Julie Bender-Peterson, Vicki Birdsell-Baker gave the report, asking that members forward any changes of information to Julie over the summer.

- Public Relations – Kim Anderson reported she has the Years of Service pins and, with help from Allendale secretarial staff, will have certificates ready for opening Institute Day.  A motion was made by Christine Watts, seconded by Colette Guerdet, to purchase a thank-you gift, with a price limit of $25, for the two Allendale secretaries who helped with the Years of Service pins and certificates.  Motion passed.

- Social – Cassie Larvenz thank those who attended the last TNT event.  She asked that anyone interested in being on the social committee e-mail her.

President’s Report:

- Legislative issues – President Rumler encouraged members to stay current on legislative issues; for information, contact ieanea.org

- Summer Leadership Academy is slated for July 23-26 in Bloomington.

- 2013-14 ARs – President Rumler encouraged new and returning ARs to attend a “refresher” course.

- Bylaws changes – the ARs were given notice of two proposed Bylaws changes:


1) Add a second middle school at-large position

2) Change the term of the MEA President from a one-year term to a two-year 

term.

- Sick Leave Pool – a request for use of Sick Leave Pool days was granted this year.  Members may receive a request next year for the donation of sick days.

Old Business:

- AR Concerns – President Rumler addressed the April AR concerns in the Monitor.
New Business:

- Proposed Budget – Treasurer Lori McCaw distributed copies of the proposed 2013-2014 MEA Budget.  She explained monetary changes in the proposed budget as compared to the current budget.  After discussion, a motion was made by Colette Guerdet, seconded by Bonnie Lartz, to add sub-line items under “Donations” to include $200 to MPSF Gala and $100 to Project Graduation.  Motion passed.  A motion to approve the budget, as amended, was made by Colette Guerdet, seconded by Jennifer Ulam.  Motion passed.
- A motion was made by Fran Grier, seconded by Rachel Moore, to approve a donation of $200 to the MPSF Gala and a donation of $100 to Project Graduation.  Motion passed.  

- Christine Watts replaces Linda Hardin (retiring) on the RIF Committee.
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AR Concerns:

- It was voted (2010-2011) to not publish AR concerns in the Monitor.  President Rumler will discuss most issues in the “President’s Corner” section of the Monitor or send superintendent’s responses directly to the ARs for dissemination to members.

President Rumler thanked the assembly for allowing her the opportunity to serve as MEA President.

The meeting adjourned at 4:50pm. 

Good of the Order:

- Prizes were awarded to:  Colette Guerdet, Jeanne Carton, Kari Dies, Karen Lackey, Megan Frederiksen, Julie Adams, Sasha Sausedo, Lori McCaw, Tina Ferreri, Susie Smice, Jay Bohnsack, Kathleen Maclennan, Dinah Leibovitz, Liz Ross, Beth Koberstein, Kim Anderson, Teresa Armes, and Rachel Moore.
Legislative – Fran Grier

Pensions will be on the line again.  Be ready to act quickly if you get a call to action.
2013 MEA Scholarship Winners



Abigail Ryser, daughter of 




Daniel Maclennan, son of 
   Joel (MHS) and Allison (MHS) Ryser



     Mike and Kathleen (MHS) Maclennan
Public Relations – Kim Anderson

Attention members! Did you know that the MEA has its own website (http://mea40.org/)? On this website, you can find archived copies of past Monitors and Connecting Lines. In addition, you can find lists of who the MEA Exec Board members and ARs are and when their meetings are held, MEA election applications and bios, how to access our contract and your Weingarten rights, tax info, John Deere-Moline / Moline Schools Special Recognition Awards, MEA Scholarship info, and links to the District, IEA, and NEA. But there is more we can do with this site! 

In a section called Good News, we will feature fun, planned events by the newly formed MEA Social Committee. In addition, I would be willing to post other things such as special classroom or events or school fundraisers, outstanding awards or achievements of students or staff etc. Please feel free to send me text and pictures of anything you would like to share that you believe would qualify!

MEA Member News:

Congratulations to:


Christi Stoffer (Davis) (BHAEC) who was recently married.

Holly VanHerZeele (BHAEC) who was recently married.


Erin Cullison (Garfield) on the birth of Baby Paisley

Becky Dixon (MHS) who will be married on May 25.
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President’s Report – Shelly Rumler














   	I would like to say thank you for all of your support this year. Here are your new officers for 2013-2014: President – Sue Blackall, Vice-President – Bonnie Lartz, Secretary – Emily Roberts, Treasurer – Lori McCaw, Elementary-At-Large – Tina Ferreri, Chris Ballard, Dina Leibovitz, Middle School-At-Large – Susie Smice, High School-At-Large – Colette Guerdet, Jennifer Ulam.


	I am pleased to announce the winners of our two $750 MEA scholarships.  They are Abigail Ryser, daughter of Allison and Joel Ryser (HS) and Daniel MacLennan, son of Kathleen MacLennen (HS).  Thank you Sheri Bradley and Sue Krismantis for presenting the scholarships at our May 9, 2013 AR meeting.


	Congratulations to our 10 retiring teachers!  You have touched the hearts of many. We wish you the best in your new adventure, wherever it may take you.  Check out their picture on Moline’s website!


	On behalf of the MEA, we donated $200 to the MPSF Gala and $100 to Project Graduation. These donations are have been approved to be standing items in future MEA budgets.


	Thank Linda Hardin for serving on the RIF committee.  Her retirement this year left an opening so I have appointed Christine Watts to fill that vacancy. 


	Administration was made aware of the mistake in the PLAN testing at the HS.  Measures will be put into place to improve the process


	Please be sure to stay up to date on legislative issues by visiting the ieanea.org website throughout the summer.  To keep updated on the upcoming certification changes visit isbe.net/certification or � HYPERLINK "http://www.riroe.com" ��www.riroe.com�.  


	Reminder-if you change your address or your name over the summer, please email Julie Bender, Membership Chair, to help keep her records up to date before school starts. It will make the last few weeks in August run much smoother.


	There has been a question brought up concerning caseload vs. workload in some areas.  I was told that caseload is the number of students you work with.  School Code defines a caseload (Ex. SLP’s) as “no more than 60” but suggests that you take the needs of the students into account.  Workload takes into account the number of students, IEP preparation, meetings, etc.


	To our staff that were RIF’d, please be sure the Human Resource Department has your current phone number and address so you can be reached in case of recall.


	I wish everyone a safe, relaxing and well-deserved summer break. Sue Blackall will be welcoming you back in August!
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Executive Board





President-Shelly Rumler


Vice President-Bonnie Lartz


Secretary-Emily Roberts


Treasurer-Lori McCaw





MHS at Large


Frank Boothe


Colette Guerdett





Middle School at Large


Susie Smice





Elementary at Large


Chris Ballard


Tina Ferreri


Dinah Leibovitz





Appointed Committee Chairs


Elections-Teresa Armes


Legislative-Fran Grier


Membership-Julie Bender   


Public Relations-Kim Anderson


Social-Cassie Larvenz & 


Aubree Savage





  Chief Negotiator-


Amber Sensabaugh





























NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:  SEPTEMBER 5 AT 3:45 AT MEA OFFICE


NEXT AR MEETING: SEPTEMBER 12 AT 3:45 AT IEA OFFICE


NEXT SUPERINTENDENT MEETING: SEPTEMBER TBA AT 3:45 AT ALLENDALE
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